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ition The Meeting and the Reading Room. 
- On the front page of a young people’s paper 
iD, we find the following notice printed in bold 
train 
\. M,, “Please do not read this paper during 
wee church services. The editor guarantees that 
rove, with proper care the printed matter on these 
those *y] 66 ” e 
. pages will “keep” until you get home from 
ad church. Reading during meting is disrespect- 
ful toward the minister, more disrespect- 
f per- fal toward yourself. On he has proper re- 
meet ° . ‘ ° 
12.50 spect for himself and his surroundings WILL 
ested. not read during meeting,—all others SHOULD 
ty-five not.” 
, Wire : ; 
We can hardly conceive of such a notice ap- 
vit. pearing on a sheet addressed to attenders of a 
or the Friends’ meeting, brought up in the Friends’ 
— conception of worship. 
But in systems for worship where words are 
eer made an invariable accompaniment, so that 
when words cease, the service of worship is 
supposed to cease, it is no wonder that the 
— youthful mind may prefer its own choice of 
mo words and honestly take those that are printed 
0d.” for the young, rather than such as are aimed 
oe higher than its own head. His logic is, there 
footing isno sin in taking up the mind with words, 
| else worship would not be made to consist in 
dow of 
Abner that. 
member But where the arrangement is that the 
oo words of 
. s of the hour are to proceed from a stated 
ife, she man, and all the others are to listen, it does 
— become a matter of impoliteness, nay even of 
“disrespect,” to show a preference for some 
+a other man’s words. If a visitor attempts to 
do a bit of private reading in a session of the 
oe Supreme Court, word soon comes by a messen- 
‘ber and ger that the Chief Justice regards it as a 
ne breach of decorum. On that principle the no- 
a eae tice quoted is quite right. But it does not 
ministry touch upon the violation of the spirit of wor- 
rea ship. 
ynia, Was Where the Friends’ principle of worship ob- 





tains, and verbal language is not an essential 





















factor in it, but spirit and truth is, so that we 
receive our worship spiritually from the “Head 
of all things to the Church” himself, then the 
substitution of reading matter is likely to be 
felt as a violence to the spirit of the occasion. 
But where the nature of true public worship is 
so misunderstood that the congregation served 
is trained to expect the incessant use of lan- 
guage, we cannot wonder at the caution 
quoted. 

Whereas the living solemnity of a living 
worship, silent or vocal, will drive out from 
any not callous or unconcerned the thought of 
reading, yet some of us have seen this stand- 
ard so cheapened by the abolition of reverent 
silence in the “reformed” Friend’s meetings, 
as to cheapen the behavior, not only of the 
youth, but also those in the seats of ministers 
in large gatherings who, even during appear 
ances of colleagues in vocal supplication, would 
be turning over the leaves of books, or, while 
whispering to others, shaking with something 
more than a smile. Thus reformed, worship 
is truly deformed ; and what has any portion 
of our religious Society inwardly gained by its 
loss of a waiting worship with its waiting min- 
istry ? Numbers indeed !—but to quote an 
obsolete query, “Has there been any growth 
in the Truth among you ”” 

But though the visible readers would feel 
more out of place in a true Friends’ meeting 
than in the reading-and-speaking meetings of 
others, yet are there not many non-worship- 
pers sitting among us, who are often engaged 
in a secret reading—even of fiction? For 
what are the rovings and constructions of the 
imagination in our seasons for devotion, but 
works of fiction? And then if we will let the 
thoughts of other interests come trooping in, 
we change the meeting into a library, to read 
at random of our business, of our relations 
with neighbors, of our injuries, our ambitions, 
our likes and dislikes,—and so we drift down, 
robbing God of his time and ourselves of his 
grace and intercourse. 

Our favorite habit of thought out of meet- 
ing will be our favorite in meeting; and blessed 
are they to whom Christ their Saviour is be- 
come an habitual order of thought, their Book 
and Word of Life, in whom they read words of 
eternal life as they are able to bear them ; in 
whom also there is hope that they shall them- 
selves be found written when their individual 
books and accounts shall be opened. Where 


our treasure is there will our hearts be also ; 
and there seems no opportunity like a Friends’ 








matter, so [ began to get still. 
sooner commenced than a perfect pandemo- 
nium of voices reached my ears, a thousand 
clamoring notes from within and without, until 
I could hear nothing but their noise and din. 
Some of them were my own questions, some of 
them my own cares, some of them my own 


meeting to expose to our consciousness where 
our treasure really is,—to open up our secret 
sins in the light of a Saviour’s countenance, so 
that. by living repentance and faith in Him 
who in so great love is revealed as having 
tasted the wages of sin for us, we may be 
brought to own Him as our chief Treasure, 
whose worship and communion is not merely a 
duty, but an attraction and a privilege. 


The place where the true learner may “seek 


out of the book of the Lord and read” is well 
indicated in the following tract by A. B. Simp- 
son, which reached us by mail as the writing 
of the preceding paragraph was finished. 
entitled “The Power of Stillness :” 


It is 


“ A score of years agoa friend placed in my 


hand a little book which became one of the 
turning points in my life. It was ‘True Peace.’ 
It was an old medieval message, and it had but 
one thought, and it was this, that God was 
waiting in the depth of my being to talk with 
me if I would only get still enough to hear 
Him. 


“T thought that this would be a very easy 
But I had no 


prayers. Others were the suggestions of the 
tempter and the voices of the world’s turmoil. 
Never before did there seem so many things to 
be done, to be said, to be thought; and in 
every direction I was pulled and pushed and 
greeted with noisy acclamations and unspeak- 
able unrest. It seemed necessary for me to 
listen to some of them, but God said, ‘Be still, 
and know that I am God.’ Then came the con- 
flict of thoughts for the morrow, and its duties 
and cares ; but God said, ‘ Be Still.’ 

“ And as I listened, and slowly learned to 
obey, and shut my ears to every sound, | found 
that after a while when the voices ceased, or 
I ceased to hear them, there was a still, small 
voice in the depth of my spirit. As I listened 
it became to me the power of prayer, and the 
voice of wisdom, and the call of duty, and I 
did not need to think so hard, or pray so hard, 
or trust so hard, but that still, small voice of 
the Holy Spirit in my heart was God’s prayer 
in my secret soul, and God’s answer to all my 
questions.” 





THE President and Fellows of Harvard Col- 
lege havé asked the community to provide 
seventy thousand dollars to cover the cost of 
taking care of one thousand four hundred and 
fifty Cuban teachers, selected from all parts of 
the island, to attend a Summer School for their 
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trated by different similitudes, as “The wash- 
ing of water by the word” (Eph. v: 26); in 
others, the day burning “as an oven” (Mal. iv: 
1); and “a refiner’s fire” and _“‘ fuller’s soap” 
(Ibid. iii: 2): in all, he is the great operator; 
and as our attention is fixed on him in true 
resignation, and we in humble confidence wait 
for the renewings of the Holy Spirit in our 
souls, whereby the work is carried on, our 
hearts become purified through faith. Thus 
he is likewise our Redeemer, our Saviour, our 
Deliverer, and Protector: so long as we remain 
in a tabernacle of flesh, and in a militant state, 
so long we shall need his preserving power; for 
“the just shall live by faith” (Gal. iii: 2). 

From what has been said, I think it must 
appear evident to every candid enquirer after 
truth, that, for receiving Christ in those im- 
portant offices, and which cannot be obtained 
but through the medium of living faith, there 
is no way wherein we can be engaged, so much 
adapted to the attaining of this great end, as 
this silent exercise of mind. 

Some perhaps may say, If there is so much 
advantage derived from this silent exercise, 
how comes it to pass that none have found it 
besides you? is it not somewhat extraordinary, 
that the scriptures do not recommend the 
practice? on which I shall make a few obser- 
vations. There are many passages which I 
think evidently favor the practice; I will there- 
fore just mention a few—The first and great 
commandment was ushered in with, “Hear, 0 
Israel” (Mark xii: 29); this was the first 
thing to be attended to: here their attention 
must be fixed, that they might with more cer- 
tainty receive the subsequent command. When 
the Most High was expostulating with the peo- 
ple by his servant the prophet, on the unprofit- 
ableness of their outward worship, while they 
remained strangers to that which is inward and 
spiritual, he said, “Wherefore do ye spend 
money for that which is not bread? and your 
labor for that which satisfieth not?” and then 
he calls their attention to himself, saying, 
“Hearken diligently unto me; incline your ear, 
and come unto me; hear and your soul shall 
live; and I will make an everlasting covenant 
with you, even the sure mercies of David: be- 
hold, I have given him for a witness to the 
people, a leader and commander to the people” 
(Isaiah lv: 2-4). This passage is so evangeli- 
cal, and so adapted to a spiritual dispensation, 
that had the prophet lived in gospel times, he 
scarcely could have chosen language more 
suitable: and as it so well applies to the pres- 
ent subject, I shall make upon it the following 
reflections. 

Here the nobility and dignity of the gospel 
is displayed; the way is opened by which lost, 
bewildered man may come to Christ, and ex- 
perience life through him; and here the ground 
is manifested, whereon man may move with 
acceptance before him. Can anything be more 
plain, than that to hearken diligently to him, 
to incline the ear, and come unto him, requires 
a state of deep inward attention, because it is 
only by the Spirit that we have access to him. 
Christ remains through all generations, the 
way, the truth, and the life; and none can 
come to the Father but by him, who is that 
precious medium between God and man whereby 
the souls of his children are not only quick- 
ened, but raised up together, and, at seasons, 
made to sit together in heavenly places in 
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him (Eph. ii: 6): here is the state or ground 
in which acceptable worship is performed, in 
the spirit, and in the truth. 

Christ is the good shepherd, who not only 
knows his sheep but is known of them; who 
said, ““When he putteth forth his own sheep, 
he goeth before them” (John x: 4): and as he 
is the commander of his people, in order that 
due subordination and proper decorum may be 
preserved, it is necessary that a strict atten- 
tion be paid to his commands—to wait for his 
orders with becoming diffidence and reverence. 
How would it look in a company of people ap- 
proaching some great personage, who had a 
right to their obedience, and whose preroga- 
tive it was to appoint them their service, and 
on whom they depended for daily subsistence; 
if, instead of waiting for his directions, they 
should instantly begin extolling his greatness, 
and praising his goodness ; and perhaps in a 
language that neither suited their states nor 
station? Might they not expect to receive 
from him a reproof? 

If this would not be acceptable to a man, 
who is also compassed about with infirmities; 
what can we think of those customary exer- 
cises practised amongst many professed Chris- 
tians, who upon entering their place of wor- 
ship, instead of waiting for the preparation of 
the heart from the Lord to be known; pres- 
ently begin singing, as they suppose to the 
praise and glory of God? And oftentimes, it 
is to be feared without considering that, if the 
sacrifices of the wicked are an abomination to 
the Lord, so also must their praises be: be- 
sides, if they make use of words which do not 
apply to their state, as when they repeat the 
sayings of David, “All the night make I my 
bed to swim; “I water my couch with my tears” 
(Ps. vi: 6); again, “ Rivers of waters run down 
mine eyes, because they keep not thy law” 
(Ps. cxix: 186), others appealing to the Searcher 
of hearts after this manner, “ My heart thou 
knowest, can never rest, till thou create my 
peace:” can it for a moment be supposed, that 
this language can fitly apply to the states of 
a whole congregation? Might they not rea- 
sonably expect this reproof, “ Who hath re- 
quired this at your hand?” would it not bet- 
ter become the solemnity of a religious con- 
gregation, to attend unto that command, “ Be 
still, and know that [ am God!” (Ps. xlvi: 10). 

But to return to the subject, the prophet 
Habakkuk expressing a state of silent atten- 
tion, saith, “I will stand upon my watch, and 
set me upon the tower, and will watch to see 
what he will say unto me,” or as the margin 
hath it, “what he will say in me” (Hab. ii: 1). 
Again we read, “Be silent, O all flesh, before 
the Lord: for he is raised up out of his holy 
habitation” (Zech. ii: 13): again, “‘ Keep silence 
before me, O islands, and let the people renew 
their strength, let them come near, then let 
them speak” (Isa. xli: 1). “The Lord is in 
his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence 
before him.” (Hab. ii: 20). Now if silently 
waiting upon the Lord, was so powerfully in- 
culcated, and so forcibly enjoined, under an 
outward and typical dispensation, which in 
many respects was declared to be but as the 
shadow of good things to come; it is reason- 
able to conclude that with this spiritual dis- 
pensation which bringeth life and immortality 
to light, it is particularly consonant. I shall 





close these quotations with that encouraging 
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declaration of the Most High, “They shall not 
be ashamed, that wail for me” (Isa. xlix: 23). 

But should any still say, Is there not danger, 
in avoiding one extreme, of running into 
another? and that, although there may be too 
much formality in many outward forms, yet 
has not this silent waiting a tendency to settle 
people in a state of supineness and indiffer- 
ence, and to draw them off from the necessary 
duty of prayer? To which I answer, The silence 
which we speak of can have no such effect; 
but on the contrary, to increase the ardor and 
fervor of the soul in proportion as it comes 
under the influence of the Spirit of Christ; for 
though we have no stated forms of prayer, 
either printed in books, or expressed at stated 
times ex-tempore (whether the mind be influ- 
enced with the spirit of prayer or not); yet we 
are not restrained from waiting upon the Lord 
at stated times, as appears by our regular at- 
tendance of religious meetings, which duty it 
doth not require an immediate impulse to per- 
form; but here lies the difference betwixt us 
and most other professors; that our time for 
uttering words is not always ready. Neither 
does it appear that prayer is confined to ex- 
pressions in words, but rather consists in a 
union with the Spirit of Christ; in which state 
the soul not only breathes forth its wants to 
Him that seeth in secret, but derives the sup- 
plies it stands in need of; here the spirit of 
prayer is witnessed, which at seasons breaks 
forth in words, where one is made as mouth 
for the rest; at other times they find the truth 
of that testimony of the prophet, “Their 
strength is “to sit still” (Isa. xxx: 7-15); 
knowing, from a degree of blessed experience, 
that the Lord keepeth those in perfect peace 
whose minds are stayed on him, because they 
trust in him. 

Besides, there is no Christian duty more 
forcibly and generally enjoined than that of 
watching; “What I say unto you,” said Christ 
to his disciples, “I say unto all, Watch” (Mark 
xiii: 37). There is no state to which this doth 
not apply, however men may vary in their 
views with respect to other things, It was the 
concern of the apostle to stir up the churches 
to watchfulness and prayer; “Watch thou in 
all things” (2 Tim. iv: 5), said Paul to Timo- 
thy; and to the Ephesians, “Praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit;” 
mark—in the Spirit: “watching thereunto 
with all perseverance” (Eph. vi: 18). Watch- 
ing hath an extensive signification; it implies, 
in the first place, a general oversight of our 
words and actions, and also of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart; and secondly, it implies a 
state of silent attention; “I will stand upon 
my watch,” said the prophet Habakkuk, “and 
set me upon the tower; and will watch to see 
what he will say in me” (Hab. ii: 1). Watch- 
ing and waiting, are terms synonymous; point- 
ing out an exercise fitly adapted to spiritual 
worship; nor transiently to feel the touches of 
divine grace, but to sit for some time under its 
influence and operation, as was expressed by 
the church formerly, viz: “Isat down under 
his shadow with great delight, and his fruit 
was sweet to my taste” (Cant. ii: 3.) 

Upon the whole, these being the latter days, 
or gospel dispensation, to which that glorious 
promise was made, “I will put my law in their 
inward parts, and write it in their hearts” 
(Jer. xxxi: 33, Heb. viii: 10), whereby all 
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might come to know the Lord, from the least 
unto the greatest; it appears to me evident, 
that in order to a qualification to read that law, 
a silent abstracted state of mind is both requi- 
site and necessary, and many can bless the 
Lord, from a degree of heart-felt experience 
of the precious effects thereof in their own 
souls; and are at times constrained to call to 
others (Come, taste and see how good the Lord 
is) in the abounding of that love which would 
have all mankind come, and have fellowship 
with the Father, and with his son Jesus Christ, 
and sit under the teaching of the “unction 
from the Holy “One” (1 John ii: 20-27), and 
have no need that man should teach them: 
when that glorious promise shall be accom- 
plished, that the church shall be thus re- 
deemed from all human dependence, and come 
to sit under the teaching of Him of whom it 
was said, all thy children shall be taught of the 
Lord, and great shall be their peace; and in 
righteousness shalt thou be established (Isa. 
liv: 13, 14), which state is described in that 
sublime and glorious strain of the evangelical 
prophet; “The sun shall be no more thy light 
by day, neither for brightness shall the moon 
give light unto thee, but the Lord shall be 
unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy 
glory: thy sun shall no more go down, neither 
shall thy moon withdraw itself, for the Lord 
shall be thine everlasting light, and the days 
of Nad mourning shall be ended” (Ibid. Ix: 19- 
20). 

To conclude—as it was neither to Jerusalem 
nor the mountain of Samaria, that true wor- 
ship was to be confined; so neither is it in 
words, nor yet in silence merely, that true 
worship doth consist; without the requisite 
disposition of mind. The royal Psalmist, from 
a sense of the awfulness of the divine Majesty, 
and his own unworthiness as a finite creature, 
thus addressed the great object of worship; 
“Lord, what is man that thou art mindful of 
him, and the son of man that thou visitest him” 
(Ps. viii: 4). “Thou desirest not sacrifice, else 
would I give it; thou delightest not in burnt 
offering: the sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit?” and then asserts with holy confidence. 
“‘A broken and a contrite heart: O God, thou 
wilt not despise.” (Psal. li: 16-17). The 
heaven is his throne, and the earth his foot- 
stool; yet he hath declared, that unto this 
man he will look, that is poor and of a contrite 
spirit, and who trembleth at his word (Isa. 
Ixvi: 1-2). How different is this from a repe- 
tition of even the best set of words that can 
be composed, where they do not suit the state 
of the soul! Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked; such as every man soweth, such must 
he reap in the great and terrible day of the 
Lord when he shall awaken men from their 
false and polluted rest; when the sinners in 
Zion shall be afraid, and fearfulness surprise 
the hypocrite; when that language is sounded 
in their borders, Not every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom, 
but those that do the will of my Father which 
is in Heaven: then, soft music, fine voices, and 
splendid appearances, will avail nothing in 
comparison of an humble heart, and a contrite 
spirit, set at the feet of Christ to hear his 
gracious words. 

And you whose minds have happily been di- 
rected to the divine gift, and favored to feel 
the virtue of its living power in your hearts, 
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and to know the joyful sound; may ye be en- 
gaged in watchfulness and humility, to walk in 
the light of his countenance; being frequent 
and fervent both in a steady attendance of 
religious meetings, and in private retirement, 
where ye may pour forth your souls unto your 
Father who is in secret; and your Father who 
seeth in secret will reward such openly, by 
strengthening them with might by his Spirit 
in the inner man; whereby to support their 
testimony for the truth in uprighteousness, 
and not be ashamed to confess Christ and his 
gospel before men; but by patient continuance 
in serving the Lord in their generation, in truth 
and faithfulness, they may happily witness, 
that the work of righteousness is peace, and 
the effect of righteousness, quietness and as- 
surance forever. 


MENTAL Kopaks.—“ I wonder why my little 
boy-does pound the furniture around so! I 
don’t dare to let him go into the parlor at all, 
he is so rough,” says one mother. 

Just then baby boy falls down, and cries. 
Mother runs to the rescue. 

“ Did the naughty old chair bump baby’s 
precious head? Well, ma’ll pound the bad old 
chair for hurting her baby.” Thump, thump, 
on the chair. “ Was it the table leg that hurt 
him? Too bad,—naughty old table leg shall 
be whipped.” Rap, rap, on the table leg. 

How very strange that baby should pound 
the furniture ! 

Baby was not lacking in intelligence or imi- 
tative faculty. He could learn. The idea of 
instant and violent revenge upon anything that 
gave him pain, was firmly implanted in his in- 
fant mind, by his loving mother. 

Presently when little sister hurt him, acci- 
dentally, in their play, up came the chubby 
boot, and cruelly kicked her gentle face, just 
when she bent to soothe him while she was 
saying that she was sorry, and did not mean to 
hurt him. 

Mother spanked the baby boy real hard for 
kicking sister, but he was a good scholar,— 
he had learned what she taught him,—and he 
became an infant terror. 

The furniture was revarnished, but alas for 
the marred soul! Who was to blame?—New 
Crusade. 








WHEN three little German children,six,eight, 
and ten years of age, were coming to this coun- 
try alone to meet their parents, a friend took 
a little book and wrote their destination and a 
sentence in French and German and English, 
and said, ‘Children, if you get into trouble 
stand still and open this book, and hold it right 
up.” They sailed from Liverpool to New York, 
went a thousand miles west, and found friends 
everywhere. Whenever they got into trouble, 
they opened the little book. People would 
come and look and that was enough. What 
was it? Was it something from the German 
Emperor? Was.it the password of some great 
secret society? It was this: “Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” That 
took them through Germany. It took them 
through England. It took them through New 
York. It took them everywhere. Was it the 
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A PRAYER. 
BY M. WOOLSEY STRYKER. 


Lord, every day and everywhere, 
In every way, or large or least 
Let faithful service be increased, 

And thine approval be my care. 


Let all my plans be simplified 
To follow thee at small remove, 
To catch the secret of that love 
Which drew the needy to thy side. 


Oh that my lips might learn that word, 
That living gift of gracious touch, 
Which thrilled the burdened overmuch, 

Which loving souls with rapture heard ! 


Thou Living One! Oh, live in me! 

My dullness so transfiguring, 

My dumb voice making so to sing, 
That men may know I’ve been with thee. 


Control the quick, impatient speech, | 
Curb my fierce pride and selfishness, 
Constrain my thought to heal and bless, 

First let me learn the thing I teach. 


I would not bring thee what is lame, 
Unseemly, torn, what cost me naught ; 
But, by thy patient grace besought, 

Would mark my best with thy dear name. 

Put mine with thine in perfect chord. 
Forgiveness let me ne’er forget. 

Bend thine ear lower! Love me yet! 

I ask no more. How could I, Lord? 


OO OO 
For “‘ THe FRignp.” 


A True Story for the Children. 


It was a pleasant afternoon not long ago 
while the “ spring beauties” were still bloom- 
ing in abundance and the “ Jacks in the pul- 
pit” had just opened, that I went with our 
three little daughters to take our First-day af- 
ternoon walk to the woods. We had wound 
around among the tall oaks and maples on the 
main path and had only left it a short distance 
on our way to “the rock” when one of the 
children exclaimed, indignantly, “There Fox 
has caught a poor little bird.” Fox was the 
collie, who with Hugo, the old St. Bernard, had 
followed us. I hurried to the place where he 
was, and found that instead of a bird he hada 
mother flying squirrel, which I took from him, 
but was too late tosave it. The children then 
noticed that the dogs had gone to an old tree 
stump about eighteen inches high and not more 
than a foot across. The centre had decayed, 
and there was a hole in it extending down to 
about the level of the ground, into which you 
could put your hand. At the bottom of this 
hole was what appeared to be the stringy part 
of a chestnut bark torn up very fine, which 
made a soft bed, in which I found, on poking 
with my stick (for I was afraid of getting my 
fingers bitten if I used my hand), three little 
squirrels. They were so little that we thought 
they would starve if we left them, now that 
their mother was dead, so I broke the stump 
off with my foot, when they all fell out on the 
ground. I clapped my soft hat over one and 
secured him, but the others ran in opposite di- 
rections and were soon out of sight. 

I put the captured one into my handkerchief, 
and then carefully slid him, wrapped in it, into 
my coat pocket. He was a pretty little fellow, 


word of adead Jew? Itis the word of a living | with soft, brownish-gray fur, quite large and 


Christ, and of the Friend who said, “ All power 
is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”— 
H. L. Hastings. 


prominent brown eyes and a flat tail, on which 
the hair spread out on the sides, but did not 
stand up on top. Between his fore and hind 
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legs is a membrane, which, when he spreads 
them out, stretches flat between them, and 
serves as a kind of wings in bearing him up 
when he jumps from tree to tree. We now went 
on to the rock, enjoying the woods on our way, 
with last year’s dry leaves rustling under our 
feet, and the tender little golden green beech 
and pink-tinted oak leaves quivering over us. 

On the way home we stopped at the chil- 
dren’s grandfather’s to get a long-unused ca- 
nary cage from the attic to put our new pet 
in. While we were there our smallest daugh- 
ter, two years old, took the squirrel in the 
handkerchief in which he was wrapped and 
carried him carefully across the room to show 
him to her grandfather. When he had looked 
at it he said, “ What are you going to do with 
it ?” and she replied, “ Put it in the’quarium.” 
We got some frog spawn on a previous walk, 
and she thought this, too, should go into the 
aquarium. We put some rags into the cage 
for a nest, and after putting him in, soaked a 
biscuit with water and placed it near him. 
The next ‘morning we were delighted to find 
that he had eaten nearly all of it. The third 
day after we got him he ate his biscuit before 
the children while they watched him. He some- 
times has bread and milk or bread and water, 
and once had strawberries for supper. 

He curls himself up in the daytime on his 
bed, and when he feels shy and any one comes 
too near him, he sometimes puts his tail over 
his face and peeps out from behind it, or some- 
times he covers himself completely in his bed 
of rags. 

He has grown more lively than he was at 
first, and we have found that, like bats and owls, 
he is most active at night. One evening we 
brought him in the house, as it was quite cool, 
and placed the cage on a table in our bed-room. 
In the small hours of the night I wakened and 
heard a noise as if something was moving about 
the room, first in the direction of the table and 
then over about the bureau. I got up and se- 
cured a light, and there on the bureau was the 
squirrel. He had gotten out between the wires 
of his cage and was having a good time explor- 
ing. I put him back, and, as I thought, had 
him fastened in securely, and had gotten back 
into bed and was about to go to sleep when I 
again heard him. The thought of having a 
squirrel crawl over your face or through your 
hair while you are asleep is not a pleasant one, 
so after hearing him travel past the bed and 
out into the entry and then into the nursery 
beyond I again got up, and on assuring myself 
that he was still in the nursery, I got books and 
some of the children’s blocks, and shutting the 
door placed them against the crack under it, 
and then went back to rest peacefully until 
morning. 

When I awoke I went in search of him, look- 
ing on the nursery shelves, among the dolls, on 
the bureau, and shaking out the older chil- 
dren’s clothes, even their shoes, and was about 
to give up the search when I came to a chair, 
where lay some of the baby’s clothes. I felt 
them, and was nearly ready to give up the 
search again when my hand rested over some- 
thing soft and warm under them, and there he 
was hid away out of sight. 

_ [got a box and tacked wire fly-netting over 
it, and there he has been ever since in more 
secure as well as more roomy quarters. 

G. A. R. 


THE FRIEND. 


For “Tug FRIEND.’ 
Pernicious Literature. . 

The superficial character of much that passes 
for religion at the present day is cause for re- 
gret. It is quite observable among many un- 
der the name of Friends. But if we glance 
abroad at the drift of writers and thinkers 
outside of our profession, we find they are rap- 
idly leading us in this career of defection. 

Looking back over a period of sixty years I 
can recall the attitudes of simple faith and 
obedience on the one hand and intellectual and 
social culture on the other at that time. 

The anti-slavery society had then lately or- 
ganized and was gathering strength. In their 
zeal for the cause of moral reforms they held 
points of doctrine and as religious practice ina 
subordinate position, so that it appeared likely 
that their bond of union was rather an interest 
in good work than a common faith. 

Their ranks were largely made up of persons 
of refinement and scientific culture, who were 
Unitarian in theology, and they quite gener- 
ally appeared settled in the conclusion that an 
association thus banded for purposes of human 
refinement the necessity of a common faith was 
superseded. The Bible standard of a condition 
prepared for acceptance with God was substi- 
tuted by one more conformable with their 
ideas of reason and human convenience. 

I heard one of their distinguished speakers, 
in the course of what might have been called 
either a sermon or a lecture, say: “I know no 
other preaching of the gospel than to call the 
attention of mankind to the prevailing sins of 
the times.” 

It was about this period, the comparative 
infancy of the remarkable era of “ higher edu- 
cation” in which we live, that the article from 
which I am about to quote was written. It 
may be found on page 129 of the 6th volume 
of THE FRIEND. 

The contributor of the article says: “The 
following eloquent and forcible criticism is 
from the Journal of the Flushing Institute. 
It gives expression to thoughts which must be 
familiar to every Christian whose attention has 
been turned to the lighter current literature 
of the day. We may say without extrava- 
gance that the present age is in great danger 
of mistaking grand sentiments of admiration 
of natural beauty and moral order for Christ- 
ian aspirations, and that on the other hand a 
sickly sentimentality is palmed upon it for the 
tenderness and humility of the Christian spirit. 
I commend the subjoined to the close atten- 
tion of the readers of THE FRIEND. Let us 
apply the same touchstone to much of the ad- 
mired prose and poetry which circulates in 
what is called the religious public, and they 
will detect a great portion of false sentiment 
and spurious ornament which the Christian is 
compelled to reject as noxious and unsound. 

“Dr. Spurzheim, after building up a reputa- 
tion in Europe, had come to America, to Bos- 
ton, in 1832. After lecturing there for some 
time he died, the same year. It was at his 
‘obsequies’ in the ‘ old South Church ’ that the 
ode was sung, of which the following are the 
3d and fourth stanzas : 

“ Nature’s priest, how pure and fervent 
Was thy worship at her shrine. 

Friend of man, of God the servant, 
Advocate of truths divine,— 


Taught and charmed as by no other 
We had been and hoped to be ;— 





But while waiting round thee, Brother, 
For thy light,—’tis dark with thee. 
Dark with thee? No; thy Creator 
All whose creatures and whose laws 
Thou didst love,—shall give thee greater 
Light than earth’s, as earth withdraws. 
To thy God thy godlike spirit 
Back we give in filial trust 
Thy cold clay—we grieve to bear it 
To its chamber— but we must.” 

“On the whole it is a beautiful production. 
. . . But we are concerned only with the relig- 
ious character of the piece. It presents tous 
the unhappy anomaly of a Christian people, in 
a place dedicated to Christian worship, writing 
in strains of devotion not only devoid of the 
faintest recognition of any principle distinct- 
ively Christian, but concerned in the spirit and 
to some extent in the language of the bards of 
heathen antiquity. The ode is destitute alike 
of Christian unction and Christian truth. It 
contains no allusion to the redemption of man 
nor to life and immortality as brought to light 
in the gospel, nor to the mediation of the Sa- 
viour as the ground and confidence of hope. A 
hope is indeed expressed for the departed 
spirit. But is it the humble, specific hope of 
the Christian ? Is it a trust based on the defi- 
nite promise of the Saviour and exulting in the 
gift of grace to the renovated soul? No; it 
is the vague and loose anticipation of the 
heathen. Like the subject of Homer’s song, 
the deceased had a godlike spirit, and will be 
happy after death because he loved the crea- 
tures and the laws of God, 7. e., because he 
was a liberal man and a man of science ! 

“As to the third stanza we know not whether 
to smile at its extravagance or to rebuke its 
impiety. Can you imagine, reader, who it is 
that, by a Christian minister, in a Christian 
congregation, on an occasion of public worship 
before the God of heaven is hymned as 

‘ Advocate of truths divine,’ 

And by whom a pastor and his flock in the fold 
of Christ confess with grateful adoration that 
‘Taught and charmed as by no other 

They have been or hoped to be ?” 

You may be antiquated enough to call to mind 
some of the worthies of the Bible. You may 
think it was a prophet, an apostle, or perhaps 
one of the martyrs of your faith. Or, rather, 
you would believe it to be the Teacher sent from 
God. But no, simple reader, you are quite be- 
hind the spirit of the age! You are not yet 
illuminated. Natural science, you must know, 
is the truth divine of this enlightened era, and 
the advocate of Divine truth is a philosopher; 
a lecturer on the protuberance of the skull, 
and now installed among the gods to become 
the Orpheus or the Esculapius of a future gene- 
ration. We mean no disrespect to Dr. Spurz- 
heim, a son of science, astranger on our coasts, 
and finding only a grave in the country which 
he visited in the spirit of enlightened attach- 
ment to her people and her institutions. His 
fate certainly makes no ordinary appeal to our 
sympathies, and we should have rejoiced to 
share in an appropriate tribute to his memory. 
We are as ready, moreover, to respect the ge- 
nius of the poet as to deplore the untimely 
fate of the subject of his song. It is the ode 
which we condemn, used as it was under cir- 
cumstances which entitle it to be considered 
as the devotional exercise of a congregation on 
the occasion of a religious solemnity. 

“We repeat our conviction that the present 
effusion, as well as one which preceded it, how- 
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ever unimportant in other respects, is valuable | towards the ideal that he has formed, so that 
ideal advances. 
phere, he gets a clearer vision, he enters more 
thoroughly into God’s mind as to what He has 
called him to be. 
present is higher than his ideal of the past, so 
his ideal of the future will rise higher than his 
standard of the present. 


as an index of the moral tendencies of the lib- 
eral theology. When such are the religious 
hymns of a people the letter of Christianity 
may remain, but its spirit has fled. No con- 
gregation under the influence of an orthodox 
ministry could have joined in such strains. 
Even if they had been too ignorant to point out 
its defects, their hearts would have revolted 
from it. Their evangelical instincts, if we 
may be allowed the expression, would have re- 
pelled such an insult on their faith. 

“ ‘Waiting round thee for thy light.’ What 
an expression to be addressed by an assembly 
of Christian worshippers to the spirit of a fel- 
low-mortal! When the cemetery was conse- 
crated we had an apotheosis of mother earth, 
a formal ode to this ancient divinity. And now 
we have an ascription of praise addressed as it 
were to a canonized saint. 

“Extremes inevitably meet, and it would 
seem as if the state of religion on which we 
are now animadverting had become the central 
point of a demolished faith and a rising super- 
stition. They have no mysteries to awe the 
imagination, they have discarded the sublime 
truths which stir the deep energies of the soul, 
and they have rejected as gross materialism 
those manifestations of deity which most pow- 
erfully awaken the sensibilities and absorb the 
affections. Thus the lofty aspirations and 
heavenly affinities of the soul follow the im- 
pulse of lawless caprice without the adequate 
truths to guide and develop them. 

“As a necessary consequence the commu- 
nity rush into the very gulf they seek to avoid, 
expend their veneration on material objects, 
and forget to worship God in spirit and in 
truth. This has been the religious history of 
our race. Already has it been exemplified by 
the pagans of the ancient world and the pa- 
pists of the modern, and despite the lessons 
of experience the same drama may be again 
enacted.” 

The tendency of events since this article was 
written has gone to justify the fears expressed 
in the last paragraph. The human has made 
great strides in the development of all depart- 
ments of science, and brought the knowledge 
thus acquired to bear upon biblical criticism 
until the simple “ walk by faith ” spoken of by 
the apostle is quite thrust out of view. We 
can plead for the ancient philosopher, for the 
light of Christ had not then come in its fulness. 
He can excuse the peasantry of the middle ages 
for whom the only glimmer of hope was through 
the proffered aid of the clergy. But what 
apology can be made for those who amid the 
light of the last two centuries seem deter- 
mined to find some other way to the kingdom 

than by Christ, the door ? 

TRUE IDEALS.—Speaking of the importance 
of all Christians having the true ideal before 
them, the Life of Faith mentions a story told 
of a modern sculptor, who was found standing 
in front of his masterpiece, wrapt in thought 
and sad reverie. When asked why he was so 
sad, he said: “ Because I am satisfied with it. 
I have there embodied all that I can think or 
feel. There it is. And because there is no 
discord between what I dream and what I can 
do, I feel that the limit of my growth is 
reached.” But there is this to be noted in the 

life of the Christian. As the believer advances 

































a humbling sense of a tender visitation of Di- 
vine love and mercy to my soul whilst yet a 
youth, that I recall to mind the parable of the 
Lord Jesus concerning the unfruitful tree. 
“Shall I cut it down ?” the gardener inquires. 
“Not so,” the master answers, “ but dig about 
and prune it, and then if it bear fruit, well ; 
if not, cut it down and cast it into the fire.” 


course of action in things natural, and God’s 
witness for truth in every heart certifies to us 
that it is not less so in spiritual things in 
God’s dealing with us. 
purpose of obtaining fruit, so does He plant us 
in his own image, that we may bring forth 
godly fruits. Nor are we fulfilling the Divine 
will if He find not those fruits in us. 


those works of righteousness by which faith 
itself is made perfect, like as the fig-tree put- 
teth forth its fruit before a show of leaves ; 
nor was it the show of leaves, but the want of 
fruit drew down the displeasure of the Lord 
Jesus. 
empty profession of religion, without an in- 
ward experience of its regenerating influence 
on the heart, and a conformity in life and con- 
versation agreeable thereto can avail any in 
the day of judgment, nor avert condemnation. 
Every member must need abide in Christ the 
vine and bring forth fruit to the glory of God. 
For God gives of his holy Spirit to every one, 
that the receiver may bring forth the fruits of 
the Spirit. 
his Spirit abideth in him, for “if a man have 
not the Spirit of Christ he is none of his.” As 
the branch of the vine draweth life and nour- 
ishment from the root, it beareth fruit, so 
shall the Christian planted in Christ receive of 
his Holy Spirit and bear fruits of righteous- 
ness to the praise and glory of God, the heav- 
enly husbandman. 








THE FRIEND. 


He rises into a purer atmos- 


And as his standard of the 





Fruitfulness. 
It is with feelings of gratitude and under 


This, no doubt, is a reasonable and righteous 


As we plant with the 


Fruits meet for repentance are found ere 


No stronger symbol could be, that no 


And if any be Christ’s, Christ by 


Nor can any unfruitful 
branch be left sapping the life of the vine and 
bearing no fruit. As the least branch may 
and often does bear fruit, so should the least 
member among the people of God; for God 
“gives of his Holy Spirit to all who OBEY 
Him ;” and this all may do, as obedient to the 
grace of God, that Divine teacher, that ap- 
pears to all, young and old, and teaches every 
one what to do in order that all may do God’s 
holy will and so please Him. Samuel and Jo- 
siah as children, Joshua, David, Nehemiah, 
John and Timothy as young men, Noah, Abra- 
ham, Moses, Barzillai and Simeon as old men, 
besides Miriam, Ruth, Naaman’s maid, Mary 
and Martha among the maidens, and Deborah, 
Jael, Huldah among the matrons, each found 
the labor and work assigned, and in God’s fear 
and by his holy help did it, receiving the re- 
compense of reward. And as these did the 
will, pleased God and found acceptance, so 


may all, by God’s grace vouchsafed for that 








































purpose, as Jesus our Saviour has taught us to 
pray, “ Thy will be done in earth as it is in 
heaven.” 


some public others less so. 
please God by doing that which is not required 
at his hand, nor can he by deferring to do 
what is. Yet as a member of Christ’s Church, 
which is his body, we are members one of apn- 
other, and being so have duties to God and to 
our fellow-man, both in the church as also when 
absent in body therefrom. Even our attend- 
ance at meeting, in accord with the com. 
mand, “ not to forsake the assembling of our- 
selves together,” and a proper exercise and 
travail of soul becoming the sacred purpose 
for which all are assembled, is a duty we can- § 
not forego, without a dereliction of duty, and 
a consequent loss not only to ourselves, but to 
others also, for so doing we rob God and our 
brother too ; for, as coals separated burn but 
feebly or not at all, whilst together they give 
out much heat, so do Christians, closely united 
in spirit and faithful in worshipping together 
in spirit and in truth, shed a radiance of Chris- 
tian love around them. 


try are not given to all, nor are any to attempt 
to exercise a gift they have not received. Such 
unsanctified and uncalled for service ministers 
death and not life to that which is begotten of 
God, and which is nourished only by the heay- 
enly manna from God’s hand. But there is a 
joy, a freedom and liberty in God’s service in 
wider fields, wherein every one may and should 
be exercised daily and hourly. This field is the 
world, for “ Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, 
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus” . . .« 
(Col. iii: 17), and what is done in his name must 
needs be to God’s glory; but “ Whatsoever” 
includes all a Christian does in his daily life 
and walk, therefore the light and life of a true 
Christian, like that of a fixed star, shines ever 
in the firmament of God’s power. 
fruitful bearing branches ministering kind 
words and deeds to those around them, and 
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There are gifts of service in the church, 
But no one can 
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These gifts of public service as vocal minis- 


Such are 


their very presence breathes of the aroma of 


heaven, and men take note of them “ that they 
have been with Jesus.” 


No earthly Garden of 
Eden this for man “to dress and keep,” which 


may be lost, but a heavenly field wherein the 


wise do work and gather in, that when the har- 
vest of life is garnered home, sower and reaper 
may rejoice together, when all shall drink to- 
gether the new wine of the kingdom at the 
table of their Lord, and the righteous shall eat 
the fruit of their doings. 

W. W. B. 


THE HIGHFALUTIN STYLE.—The longest criti- 
cisms are not always the most effective. When 
Canon Overton was student under the late 
Mark Pattison, he had once to write an essay, 
and he tells us how he did it: 


“ As this was an unusual thing, I determined 
to turn out an extra-superfine production; 80 
I used all the longest words I could think of, 
aired the most profound sentiments, and pro- 
duced, I have no doubt, a farrago of vapid and 
pretentious twaddle; though at that time I was 
not a little proud of my performance. Pattison 
read it carefully through, turning over page 
after page without uttering a single wo 
When he had quite finished it he stared at- 
me with that stony glare through his specta- 








































































Fifth Mo. 26, 1900 THE FRIEND. 359 


re eee ——— 

























































cles which all his pupils will well remember, 
put still uttered not a word. Had my stu- 
pendous performance taken away his breath? 
Was he lost in admiration of its merits? Was 
it so faultless that it was impossible for even 
so keen a critic to pick a hole init? At last 
the pause became so embarrassing that I felt I 
must break it at all hazards. ‘I am afraid, sir,’ 
| said, though I did not think, ‘that it is very 
bad” He simply replied, ‘ Very,’ and handed 
the now hateful document back to me. 

“T left the room a sadder and, | trust, a 
wiser man, consigned my lucubrations to the 
flames and have never since attempted to write 
in the highfalutin style.”—Selected. 


us: “ By thy traffic hast thou increased thy pa ee os oe * our es- 
riches, and thy heart is lifted up because of | teemed Friend, John oharpiess, in » (whose mur- 
thy om ” i was the view of eek dangers derer is reported lately to have died in the —_ 

ve . + « | Penitentiary), no so shocking murder, if any, has 
ae oa bias > r eee a er di been heard of as being inflicted on a member of the 
re nga See saggebenge itary Hn peer ©C'| Society of Friends, or on so shining a mark in its 
John Woolman’s pen to the following testi-| membership, as that which befel Roy Wilson White, 
monies: “ Small treasure to a resigned mind is | near Powelton Avenue Station, one week ago this 
sufficient. How happy is it to be content with | evening, on his way to his Germantown home from 
a little, to live in humility, and feel that in| the University, where his acquirements in legal 
us which, breathes out this language, Abba, | learning, remarkable for one of the age of twenty- 
Father, may we reverently wait on the Lord 


eight, were honored by a law fellowship and the 
for strength to overcome the spirit of the | Post of lecturer in Roman law. 
world. 


If, as some define genius, it is the faculty of 
working to advantage, such was his genius. As an 
indefatigable worker he was conspicuous among all 
young men known to us. How he could earn his 
way through a five years’ course in law study and 
at the same time provide, in the place of his de- 
ceased father, for the support of a family and the 
advanced education of some of its members, was a 
wonder to our community, and an object-lesson to 
our young men whose way is paved with means. 

The distinguished earthly rewards which were 
awaiting him, and already promised, have been left 
behind for another state of being. But as an illus- 
tration to other young men of what can be accom- 
plished in a few short years by faithful conscien- 
tious work in an apprehended calling, under self- 





































THERE are some considerations which tend 
to relieve suffering for the cause of truth. 
When we are met with cruel and unjust accu- 
sations and then look to Christ we see that He 
more than any of us was the object of the 
world’s scorn and suspicion. Even his breth- 
ren did not believe in Him. They could not 
see the necessity for his exposing himself as 
He did for the sake of truth. Paul, too, had 
innumerable trials in his efforts to fulfill his 
mission to the world. More politic men would 
have avoided this by not undertaking so much. 
He suffered inevery quarter wherever he went, 





SomME REMARKS AND ALLUSION TO THE PAST 
REVIVED, WITH INTENT TO STRENGTHEN AND 
STIR UP TO MORE FAITHFULNESS. 


‘There is not a doubt in the mind of the 
writer but that the Society of Friends was 
raised up, not only to set forth by the tongue 
and pen the precious doctrines and testimonies 
given to our forefathers to uphold before the 
world, but also that their lives and conversa- 
tion should consistently correspond therewith. 
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hen » S20 € enabled | a minute from Rich Square Monthly Meeting, N. C., | may our churches be builded and managed, that in 


ate through God’s omnipotent power, who remains 


as “a ministering elder,” has now returned to 
the same yesterday, to-day and forever, to re- 


Woodland, N.C. them, at the same time, the brother of low degree 





say, e may rejoice that he is exalted, and the rich that 
build the broken down walls and effectually ae he is made low? ”"—Address of Methodist Bishops to 

| turn the battle to the gatein aday when there| The teachers of Westtown and Friends’ Select | Chicago Conference. 

-_ are so many adversaries. Schools have planned a camping out together for 

, 


Sixth and Seventh-days of this week, their tent to 
be = somewhere near Castle Rock and Ridley 
Creek. 


Since the period so favorably represented by 
of, William Penn, our members have been ex- 
posed to many temptations from the increase 
of wealth with the excesses and extravagances 
was into which it so often leads. It is hard to 


Latin, in the Romish Church, is a medium of wor- 
ship and also of intercourse among all its officials 
throughout the world. By it also the governmen- 
tal officials of all nations are able to understand 
each other. Rome never changes, and as it speaks 





We notice that the alumni of one of our Quaker 







ison : ; schools have arranged to be banqueted at two dol- | officially only in Latin, its decrees and outgivings, 
age eee —, soars Soe lars a plate! It may be all right for them, but | State and ecclesiastical, possess one and the cane 
ord coal Th ice of prosperity 1s not good for the | for ourselves, in the face of the world’s great need, | meaning to all who study them in their original 
1 ab. ul. The cares of this life and the deceitful-| we could not eat at that rate with a clear con-|form. This gives her a great advantage, and will 
il hess of riches choke the word. And the| science. Two dollars at present is the price of a| longensure the perpetuity of this ancient language. 


prophet’s words of Tyre should be a warning to | human life in India.—North Carolina Friend. —Presbyterian. 






